population, when they are correctly measured they become

smaller. In the loftiest rooms and richest entablatures are

suspended the most spider-webs ; and the quarry out of

which palaces are erected is the nursery of nettle and

bramble.

BOCCACCIO. It is better to keep always in view such

writers as Cicero, than to run after those idlers who

throw stones that can never reach us.

PETRARCA. If you copied him to perfection, and on no

occasion lost sight of him, you would be an indifferent,

not to say a bad writer.

L A N D o R (from The Pentamerori)

As 'tis a greater mystery, in the art
Of painting, to foreshorten any part
Than draw it out, so 'tis in books the chief
Of all perfections to be plain and brief.

SAMUEL BUTLER (l6l2-l68o)

I never knew a writer yet who took the smallest pains
with his style and was at the same time readable.
Mr Walter Pater's style is, to me, like the face of some
old woman who has been to Madame Rachel and had
herself enamelled. The bloom is nothing but powder and
paint and the odour is cherry-blossom. Air Matthew
Arnold's odour is as the faint sickliness of hawthorn.
SAMUEL BUTLER, 1835-1902 (from The Notebooks)
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